
Matthew 6: 24-34 

Jesus said to his disciples: “No one can serve two masters.  He will either hate one and love the other, 
or be devoted to one and despise the other.  You cannot serve God and  mammon .  But  seek first the 
kingdom of God  and his righteousness and all these things will be given to you besides.  Do not worry 
about tomorrow:  tomorrow  will take care of itself. 

Background:  This passage is part of the evangelical discourse of the Sermon on the Mount.  Jesus
engages the multitudes about prayer, fasting and alms-giving.  The crowd is mostly poor.  They have
few possessions.  They are more occupied with what they will eat, drink and wear.  Therefore, it seems
unlikely that Jesus would use this opportunity to counsel them about the dangers of riches and the
accumulation of wealth and property (Ara., “mammon”).  These people are barely getting by.  Rather,
Jesus is talking about getting their priorities straight.  It is Matthew who puts things in a different
context in writing to a Jewish-Christian audience.  Jewish traditions views wealth as a sign of Divine
favor.  A person's quest for wealth is inherently moral.  Jesus does not universally disagree.  It is that
temporal things should be ordered in importance, or subordinate to, spiritual things.  Trusting in God's
goodness.

Ash Wednesday:  Ash Wednesday marks the penitential season of Lent.  It's official name is The Day of
Ashes.  In ancient Biblical times it was custom to fast and put ashes on one's forehead as a symbol of
mourning and penance.  These are two key aspects of Lent.  Ashes symbolize our need for repentance.
Ashes are a sacramental of the Church since the A.D. 900s.  In the Bible, a mark on the forehead
indicates ownership.  The sign of the cross on our forehead in ashes indicates that we belong to Christ.
What's the difference between a sacramental and a sacrament?  They are related, but they do not
operate in the same way.  The seven Sacraments are instituted by Christ.  Sacramentals are instituted
by the Church.  Sacraments convey grace without human works.  Sacraments are more powerful.
Sacramentals convey grace through the works and prayers of humans.  Their grace is more dependent
on the doer. 


